The Dream Lives On

FINDING
THEIR VOICE

Bolivia’s new indigenous
leaders are filled with
enthusiasm, hope and
determination

SAN JAVIER, Bolivia—Until recently,
the nondescript municipal buildings
here were accessible only to the rich
and powerful in the community, says
the municipality’s new mayor.

Although 70 percent of the people in
the community are indigenous, they
were ruled by an elite group of landown-
ers and ranchers. That changed in
December 2004, when Cesar Rivero, 35,
an agronomist and member of the local
indigenous Chiquitano community, was
elected mayor.

“It has been difficult, but we have
accomplished many things,” Rivero said
in a recent interview. “There were
aggressors on the part of the landown-
ers,” he said. “Our social class was
always dominated by them.” During the
election he received death threats but
refused to be intimidated by them.

One of his first acts as the new mayor
was to hire an outside auditor to check
the municipality’s financial records.
“We discovered bad management of the
funds,” he says. In response, he has
strengthened the municipality’s finance
committee and is encouraging a culture
of government transparency.

Rivero is full of dreams and ideas about
how he would like the local government
to improve the lives of the people in his
municipality. He believes the time has
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New Executive Director

It was a rough start for mayor Cesar Rivero and his council, elected a year ago. Photo: Rick Fast

come for the majority indigenous peo-
ple to claim their rights as full citizens
of Bolivia.

He is one of a number of people,
over the years, who have participated in

Bolivia
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a leadership training program supported
by Canadian Lutheran World Relief
(CLWR). When CLWR approached
local indigenous community groups
See Building Bridges page 2

Population: 9 million

Gross National Income (per capita): $1,040
Life expectancy: 64 in 2003 (43 in 1960)
Adult literacy rate: 87 percent

% Indigenous Population: 70 percent

SOURCE: CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
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THE DREAM LIVES ON

What Joan Nabert set in motion in India continues to grow in Canada

I was Joan Nabert’s pragmatism and

attention to detail that struck
Jacky Bonney when the two first met in
a leprosy colony in India.

While serving as a missionary in India
from 1956 to 1992, Nabert, who died in
Kitchener, Ontario, in November,
became involved in helping people
affected by leprosy in Bethany Village,
north of Delhi. They wanted to earn a
living but couldn’t find work because
people were afraid of their disease.

When Nabert and some friends
decided to raise broiler chickens and start
weaving and dyeing activities in that vil-
lage, they did it with a thoroughness and
energy that has lingered, said Bonney,
currently director of MESH-India, in a
report to CLWR in 2002.

MESH (Maximizing Employment to
Serve the Handicapped) enables hun-
dreds of disabled people in India to
move from begging to a more stable,
independent, dignified life. The model
Nabert developed spread into two other
leprosy colonies and
affected 30 or so other
groups of disabled peo-
ple from whom MESH
buys, says Bonney.

“l was working in a
leprosy colony in
south India when |
first met Joan and was introduced to
MESH,” Bonney recalls in her report.
“She stocked MESH with goods that
she felt sure the customers would buy.

“When she found a group of dis-
abled artisans struggling to make a
desirable product, she would take the
best they could offer and sell it. As a
supplier to MESH, | saw how method-
ical Joan was in her management.

“She encouraged us with colours she
knew would sell and made us laugh
with her comments about the ‘no-no’

“A keen interest
in everything

that went on”

Jacky Bonney (left) with a weaver on a handloom in one of the communities MESH buys its

products from.

colours. We loved it when she came to
visit and took a keen interest in every-
thing that was going on and in any
attempts to develop new products.

“Joan is ever practical, always with
the goal to sell more so that the suppli-
ers will have plenty of orders and some
economic security.”

When Nabert retired
to Canada she launched
MESH Canada, which
marketed MESH goods
in Lutheran congrega-
tions across the coun-
try. In 2001, MESH
Canada merged with CLWR’s alternative
trade program. It was a natural fit
because CLWR had a long-standing rela-
tionship with MESH. CLWR’s growing
alternative trade program now sells more
than $75,000 worth of MESH products
each year.

Nabert, who died at 77, was an inspi-
ration to many people, some of whom
are continuing her work in Canada. It
was a meeting with Nabert at a mission
conference in Winnipeg, 15 years ago,
that offered Elfriede Fisher of Calgary a
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way to express her compassion. Fisher
had also been a missionary in India and
first met Nabert there.

Nabert had set up a table of MESH
products at the mission conference in
Winnipeg where Nabert and Fisher again
met. A few days after the meeting Fisher
began selling MESH handwoven goods
to friends and family. “It [selling MESH
and other alternative trade goods] was
like a holy thing for me at that point,” she
said in an interview in 2004.

Joan Nabert: Still inspires.
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Crop diversification will help give communities the resilience to deal with natural disasters when they occur. Photo: Rick Fast

WHEN LITTLE THINGS CHANGE BIG THINGS

Simple, low-cost ideas can still profoundly change the lives of people in need

rown Chissale and his family know
what it’s like to be hungry.

They live in avillage in the Tete region
of Mozambique, which borders on
Zambia and Malawi. Although the hills
look green and lush, drought is com-
mon, and because people are poor, they
often don’t have the means to see them
through to the next growing season.

Projects funded in part by Canadian
Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) are
helping people like Chissale improve
food production, and it isn’t taking mil-
lions of dollars and fancy programs to
do so. For example, a simple exchange
visit to a neighbouring community
helped change Chissale’s life. And the
ripple effects of the visit are being felt in
neighbouring communities.

Chissale, 30, is married with six chil-
dren. He is the proud owner of an agri-
cultural demonstration plot established
in 2004 with assistance from CLWR. It
began with his community choosing
him to go on an exchange visit—funded
in part by CLWR—to a neighbouring
community to learn about different
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types of agricultural production. Now
people from his own and surrounding
villages come to learn from him.

Brown used to concentrate his efforts
on growing tobacco. But growing
tobacco is labour intensive. Land has to
be cleared and chemical fertilizer is
used to improve crop production.
Because of the work and cost involved,
Brown couldn’t grow other crops.
Instead, he had to buy his food and was
in debt to the tobacco company.

Now Brown grows maize, ground
nuts, potatoes, cassava, mangoes and
papaya. He has had training in agro-
forestry and is using the techniques he
learned to increase soil fertility and
crop yields. Brown still grows some
tobacco, but plans to stop soon.

Crop diversification, with an empha-
sis on traditional crops and plants, will
help give communities the resilience to
deal with natural disasters, like
drought, when they occur.

CLWR’s partner in Mozambique,
Lutheran World Service (LWS), is
encouraging farmers like Chissale to
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grow fruits that are native to the area.
“Fruits play a major role in human nutri-
tion,” says a recent report from LWS. “In
southern Africa, the natural forests are
endowed with a variety of indigenous
fruit that are rich in nutrients”

However, deforestation has destroyed
many of these trees. Growing high qual-
ity fruit will not only improve local
diets, it will provide people with addi-
tional income when they grow more
food than they need and sell the surplus.

Since he began diversifying his crop,
Brown and his family have enough
food to eat and money to buy clothes,
salt and soap. He can send his children
to school.

YOU CAN HELP

= $58 pays for one tree-grafting kit

= $175 pays for one irrigation pump

* $350 pays for one training session on
fruit processing and marketing
(attended by a dozen or more farmers)

To donate, contact CLWR at 1.800.
661.2597, email clwr@clwr.mb.ca or
go online at www.clwr.org.



Alternative Trade

YOUR PURCHASE MAKES A DIFFERENCE

CONGREGATIONS EMBRACE FAIR TRADE

It's been an awesome year for
CLWR’s alternative trade program,
thanks to Lutheran congregations
across the country.

By the beginning of December
2005, staff and volunteers had packed
and shipped 87 consignment sales
and 134 coffee sales, nearly four
times the number the year before.
Fifty-three congregations are currently
purchasing fair-trade coffee through
CLWR, boosting coffee sales to a
whopping 4,000 Ibs this year.

“It’s incredibly energizing to see

and mailed out 950 information
packages. Strong relationships have
been forged with Evangelical
Lutheran Women (ELW) and
Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League (LWML).

“The response from the ELWs and
LWMLs has been huge this year,”
said Rose.

Volunteers have played a large part
in the growth of the program. “ATO
(alternative trade organization) is so
fortunate to have such a group of
talented volunteers working for us.

how people are embracing the idea of
fair trade,” says Bruce Rose, director
of CLWR’s alternative trade program.
Through its non-profit, alternative
trade program, CLWR pays strug-
gling artisans in the developing
world a fair price for the goods they
produce. These goods are then mar-
keted in Canada with the help of

Bruce Rose: Hard work, great support
from churches. Photo: Rick Fast

volunteers and church groups.

It’s taken a lot of hard work and
persistence to get the program to
where it is now. This past summer,
alternative trade staff made 41 pre-
sentations, 328 phone solicitations,

We have become a close-knit family
and | thank them very, very much
for all their time and passion for this
program,” said Rose.

CLWR’s alternative trade program
is currently exploring the possibility
of creating its own brand of fair
trade coffee to coincide with
CLWR’s 60th anniversary in 2006.

NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Robert Granke has been appointed the
new executive director of Canadian
Lutheran World Relief and will assume
his position in March 2006.

Raised in Winnipeg, Granke is cur-
rently director of the Lutheran World
Federation Department of World
Service (LWF/DWS) in Geneva,
Switzerland. LWF/DWS is the
humanitarian and development
agency of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF). It has
field programs in 37 countries in Africa, Asia, Latin and
Central America, and Europe.

Robert Granke
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Granke replaces Ruth Jensen who resigned her position
in January 2005, after serving nine years as CLWR’s execu-
tive director.

“We are extremely pleased that Bob has accepted the posi-
tion of CLWR executive director,” said Doug Schweyer, pres-
ident of the CLWR board.

Before moving to Geneva to work in his current position,
Granke was secretary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada, based in Winnipeg. He had also previously worked
in the international department of CLWR.

Erling Nielsen, CLWR’s deputy director, will serve as interim
executive director until March 2006, when Granke starts his
new position.
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News Briefs

INFORMATION WORTH NOTING

IN INDIA, PERSISTENT POVERTY
AS ECONOMY BOOMS

One in four girls and one in 10 boys do not attend primary school.
ACT Photo: Paul Jeffrey
Although some of India’s southern cities are in the midst
of a technology boom, one in every 11 Indian children still
dies in the first five years of life for lack of low-technology,
low-cost medical help. According to the UN’s recently
released Human Development Report, malnutrition in
India has barely improved over the past decade and
affects half the country’s children. As well, about one in
four girls and more than one in 10 boys do not attend
primary school. India has been widely heralded as a suc-
cess story for globalization. Yet, overall, India ranks 127
out of 177 on the UN’s human development index in
2005. CLWR supports development projects in India’s
West Bengal and Tamil Nadu states.

DONATED GOODS

SHIPPED TO MAURITANIA

A 40-foot container of quilts, kits and other resources
donated by Canadians was loaded at CLWR’s Winnipeg
warehouse in September and shipped to Mauritania on
the west coast of Africa. The donated goods from CLWR
will be distributed by Lutheran World Federation (LWF)
project staff to vulnerable women with children, the
physically handicapped, and others in need. Included in
the shipment are: 4,900 quilts, 2,800 baby bundles
(layettes), 213 hygiene kits, and 240 children’s Kits.
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REFUGEE SPONSORSHIP

INQUIRIES WELCOME

CLWR’s refugee program staff are available to meet with
congregations and community groups to talk about refugee
sponsorship. Over the past 60 years, CLWR and Lutheran
congregations have helped an estimated 32,000 refugees set-
tle in Canada—an enormous contribution to the rich cul-
tural mosaic of this country. Staff in CLWR’s regional
offices in Vancouver and Toronto are pleased to meet with
congregations and other groups interested in refugee spon-
sorship. They can be reached at the following numbers:
Vancouver: 1.888.588.6686; Toronto: 1.888.255.0150.

MILLIONS OF CHILDREN DIE

OF TREATABLE DISEASES

Hunger and malnutrition kill nearly six million children
a year, according to a recent UN report. Many of the chil-
dren die from diseases that are treatable, including diar-
rhea, pneumonia, malaria and measles, says the report.
Providing children with adequate food is crucial for
breaking the cycle of hunger and poverty. Diseases like
AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis hit the hungry and poor
the hardest, according to the report’s findings. Millions of
families are pushed deeper into poverty and hunger by
the illness and death of breadwinners, the cost of health
care, paying for funerals, and support of orphans.

FORGET THE CHOCOLATE FUNDRAISER,
TRY GROUND BEEF INSTEAD

Some church and community groups in southern
Manitoba will be selling ground beef instead of choco-
lates this year in a unique fundraiser that will help the
hungry overseas. Started by a group of farmers in the
province, the sale of ground beef made from donated
cows will have a double benefit. The groups selling the
ground beef will receive five dollars from each $20 box
for their own fundraising campaign. The remainder,
after processing costs, will be donated to Canadian
Foodgrains Bank (CFGB), an organization which collects
donations of cash, grain and other agricultural com-
maodities for distribution to the world’s hungry. CFGB is
owned by 13 church-based organizations, including
Canadian Lutheran World Relief.
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WELCOME CHANGE
TO FOOD AID
PURCHASE RULES

he Canadian government has agreed to up the level of
food aid that organizations like Canadian Foodgrains
Bank can purchase outside the country.

For years, Canadian farmers and others have supported
CLWR through its partner agency, Canadian Foodgrains
Bank (CFGB), knowing that their contributions are gener-
ously matched by the federal government. However, along
with the matching funds comes a government requirement
that a significant portion of Canadian-funded food aid be
used to buy Canadian food commodities, like wheat.

Previously, CFGB could use only 10 percent of the funds it
receives from the federal government to purchase food aid
from developing countries. The new regulation, which
received Cabinet approval in September, will allow for 50
percent of food aid funded by the federal government to be
purchased from developing countries.

“This is a welcome change,” says Jim Cornelius, executive
director of Canadian Foodgrains Bank, in a statement issued
by the organization.

“There will still be a lot of instances when it will make
good sense to purchase Canadian products, but in many of
our projects we feel we can serve our beneficiaries better if
we purchase food in the region where they live. This allows
us to support local markets, deliver the food more quickly,
and save money on expensive freight charges.”

The change in regulation will not mean that Canadian
NGOs (non-governmental organizations), such as the
Foodgrains Bank, will be able to purchase food aid from
Canada’s agricultural competitors. Rather, it will allow them
to purchase food from developing country farmers.

With reports from CFGB

Canadian grain will still feed the hungry. CFGB Photo
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The View From Here

BY TIM GRAFF, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

A MILESTONE IN AN UNFOLDING

JOURNEY OF FAITH AND COMPASSION
We're going to celebrate this
year and hope you'll join us.

It’s been 60 years since the

birth of Canadian Lutheran
World Relief and, although
we’re showing a few grey hairs,
we're still filled with the com-
passion, determination and

hope that has sustained us throughout.

We couldn’t have done it without you. Since March 14,
1946, Lutherans in Canada—and the general public—
have graciously supported the resettlement of
refugees, contributed to the relief of those experienc-
ing disaster, and backed long-term projects that
address the root causes of poverty.

Your generosity is deeply appreciated. Many new
Canadians, who once needed your help, are now
returning the favour by supporting the work of
CLWR. Overseas, Ellen Naugwale of Chipata,
Zambia, said it best, “Tell your people back home,
‘Thank you.”

Here’s a bit of what we’re planning to do to celebrate
60 years of accumulated wisdom and accomplishments:
+ Congregations are encouraged to celebrate CLWR’s

60th anniversary on either Sunday, March 12 or March

19. Congregations and groups can order special

anniversary fair trade coffee for this occasion.

+ CLWR is promoting a series of “60’s” projects from
Zambia, in Africa. The related “learn and earn”
material will inform congregations about the issues
facing the poor and powerless in Zambia, and offer
ways to respond.

* Plans are underway to organize CLWR social
events at Lutheran synodical and district conven-
tions in 2006.

We invite you, this 60th anniversary year, to become
part of this unfolding, faith-inspired journey to wel-
come the stranger, answer the cry, and strengthen
communities around the world.
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PRE-AUTHORIZED

DONATION AUTHORIZATION

Canadian Lutheran
World Relief ®

NAME(S)

ADDRESS

CITY & POSTAL CODE

PHONE & EMAIL

HOME CONGREGATION

Ueteic [liee Cother

$__ on my (our) account:

unarterly, on the first of ,

| (we) authorize Canadian Lutheran World Relief to process a debit in the amount of

Dmonthly, on the first day of each month, beginning

(indicate month).;

, & ; or

Dannually, on the first day of

(indicate month).

Please issue an official receipt for income tax purposes (please indicate):
] monthly, unarterly, ] annually (December 31)

SIGNATURE & DATE

NEW RESOURCES

Information and Ideas from CLWR and others

NEW HUNGER WATCH PACKET

CLWR’s new Hunger Watch packet is now available. Hunger Watch is a weekend
youth retreat focused on raising awareness of world hunger and ways to combat
it. Each year Hunger Watch focuses on a different country where poverty has led
to chronic hunger. This year the spotlight is on Mozambique, a country in south-
eastern Africa that is slowly recovering from a long civil war. Free.

SO YOU WANT TO VOLUNTEER IN A DEVELOPING COUNTRY
A new leaflet from CLWR discusses the pros and cons of sending youth groups
to the developing world for short-term mission and development projects.
Nowadays, youth want to do more than just read or hear about the needs and
joys of people in the developing world—they want to go out and be there.
Guidelines in the leaflet—titled So You Want to Volunteer in a Developing
Country—are intended to assist youth leaders in evaluating such projects and
planning for a positive experience. Free.

Partnership

Partnership is a publication of Canadian Lutheran
World Relief ©2005. Material from Partnership
may be reproduced for use by congregations.

For additional copies, contact:

CLWR CANADIAN OFFICES
Canadian Lutheran World Relief
1080 Kingsbury Avenue,Winnipeg, MB R2P 1W5
204.694.5602 or 1.800.661.2597 (CLWR)
' 204.694.5460
< clwr@clwr.mb.ca, www.clwr.org

Vancouver: Fikre Tsehai, Refugee Program Director
202-5066 Kingsway Avenue, Burnaby, BC V5H 2E7
604.435.9750 or 1.888.588.6686
© 604.435.9923 ¢ clwr@axionet.com

Toronto: Jan Drews, Refugee Coordinator
125-1440 Bathurst Street, Toronto, ON M5R 3J3
416.962.9747 or 1.888.255.0150
£ 416.962.3268 -« clwrto@web.net

Editor: Rick Fast, Design: Sandra T. Zukanovich
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Canada—-Global Hunger and Development Appeal.
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